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864 M People in Least Developed 
Countries rely on RTB crops for 
>10% of daily caloric intake
The vital importance of RTB crops in the One CGIAR portfolio. 2020. Thiele G & Friedman M.
Roots, tubers and bananas











Knowledge gaps hold back progress
4 major gaps
• Identifying effective seed delivery pathways
• Ensuring seed health and stopping the spread of 
disease
• Capturing the demand characteristics of different 
types of farmers



















Entry point: Seed value chain
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Entry point: Project cycle





Building sustained capacity for using the tools and 
applying new knowledge in designing seed systems
Workshop 1: July 26, 28, 29
• Tools are presented: Purposes, uses, outputs, 
audience, sample size, resources, timing, duration, 
steps, gender, limitations, advantages, publications
Field work: August and September
• Four national teams use at least one tool in real-
life conditions
Workshop 2: October 25, 27, 28
• Teams present  and discuss the results of field 
work
• Teams prepare a report and a proposal
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• In collaboration with our partners, move from 
research outcomes to development outcomes and 
impacts
• Identifying effective seed delivery pathways
• Ensuring seed health and stopping the 
spread of disease
• Capturing the demand characteristics of 
different types of farmers
• Designing effective policies & regulations
• Support existing projects
• Design and implement new projects
Building sustained capacity for using the tools and 
applying new knowledge in designing seed systems
Thank you
Margaret A. McEwan: M.McEwan@cgiar.org
Conny J. M. Almekinders: Conny.Almekinders@wur.nl
Jorge L. Andrade-Piedra J.Andrade@cgiar.org
User guide: Andrade-Piedra, J.L.; Almekinders, C.J.M.; McEwan, M.A.; 
Kilwinger, F.B.M.; Mayanja, S.; Mulugo, L.; Delaquis, E.; Garrett, K.A.; 
Omondi, A.B.; Rajendran, S.; Kumar, L.P. and Thiele, G. 2020. User guide 
to the toolbox for working with root, tuber and banana seed systems. 
RTB User guide. Lima, Peru: International Potato Center on behalf of 
CGIAR Research Program on Roots, Tubers and Bananas. HERE
Video: HERE
Infographic: HERE
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